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Now she often says, "Mamma, the horses want some oats." Another plan I 
tried was taking trips to different cities to see people of her acquaintance. 
For instance, " This spoon goes to Buffalo to see your Cousin Dorothy." Both 
methods were quite instructive. 

Nurses sometimes have trouble in keeping children's nails nice. I found 
if I named each little finger a little girl's name, I could hold imaginary con- 
versations with each, and comb and brush their hair, pull their skirts down, 
and brush their clothes quite successfully. 

One little girl I knew bit her finger-nails. They were quite sore at times. 
Every time I caught her I took time to look over her fingers to see if part 
of her fingers had begun to drop off. Usually only part of the nail was gone, 
but soon she was cured entirely of that. Then her nervousness took vent 
in picking her nose and I cured her of that by carrying a little mirror in 
my pocket. Every time she picked at her nose I let her look to see if any 
of her nose was gone. It took a small abrasion in one nostril to effectually 
cure. B. P. L. 

LETTERS ON ARMY NURSING 

Dear Editob: I look forward each month with much pleasure to the 
coming of my Jotjbnal. I should enjoy very much a letter on army nursing, 
if some nurse engaged in that branch of the profession would contribute it. 

G. D. 
THE CRISIS AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S 

Dear Editob: Naturally the head nurses, past and present, of St. 
Bartholomew's feel they would have preferred to have one of their own grad- 
uates succeed their late matron or superintendent, Miss Isla Stewart, but 
why decry the largest hospital in England in the way that has been done both 
in the July and September numbers of the Joubnal? 

As a London Hospital graduate, it is true our term of training is less 
than St. Bartholomew's, but the opportunities for experience are so much 
greater, owing to the larger number of patients within its walls. Our 
certificate is signed at the end of two years, space being left to be filled in 
at the end of another two years of service, but no nurse is sent out on private 
duty until her two years are completed. 

The phrase in the July number, "running a large private staff for its 
own profit," gives a one-sided view of the matter, as the direct benefits the 
nurse herself obtains are many. The nurse receives a stated salary per annum, 
increasing each year, from the hospital and only receives from the patient 
her travelling expenses and laundry, while the fees go to the accounts of the 
institution. On her return from a case, at whatever time of day or night, 
she is always sure of a separate room provided for her, as well as a warm 
welcome from the home superintendent in charge of the private nurses only. 

If she has been to a long and anxious case, instead of being obliged to 
spend her hard-earned savings in nursing herself in a lonely room, she is 
assured of several days' leave together with pay, which she can spend either 
in the Nurses' Home or away as she desires. 

This does not at all detract from her vacation of one month per annum; 
as one whole day off duty each two weeks is allowed the private nurse, which 
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may accumulate while away, and can be taken together on her return or 
added to her annual vacation. 

When sick, she has no anxiety, being well cared for by the visiting chief 
appointed to attend the nurses when necessary in a charming room of twelve 
beds set aside for that particular purpose. Between her calls she works in 
the wards, thus being able to keep up with the more recent methods in the 
various branches of nursing. 

Miss Liickes, owing to the large number on her private staff, is thus 
able to personally select the nurse for each individual ease, a factor so vital 
to the patient's welfare which is often lost sight of. 

As one having served on the same private staff, I may say one realizes 
why Miss Liickes has so persistently held to the ideals she has, during her 
almost thirty years of matronship, ever kept before her nurses, namely, those 
of the personal qualities of the nurse being more essential even than the 
technical qualities of the same. 

Surely two such well-established hospitals as those in question can re- 
ceive one from the other, and unite in the common cause each so earnestly 
desires, the uplifting of the standard of a trained nurse. W. W. A. 

ANSWERS TO EXAMINATION QUESTIONS 

Dear Editok: In the September number of the American Journal of 
Nursing, I noticed a letter signed F. H., asking "would it be possible when 
publishing, for instance, the examination of the State Board of Examiners for 
Georgia, to give the answers with the questions ? " 

For a year past it has been in my mind, that if this were done, it would 
make the Journal more valuable and more necessary to a greater number of 
nurses. 

First: The private duty nurse who, as the writer states, cannot carry 
many books, would be benefitted. 

Second: It would make the Journal more useful to our teachers, and 
thus serve to introduce it in a very practical way to the pupils of our schools. 

Third: It would mean that copies of the Joubnal containing the questions 
and answers would be of great service to nurses preparing to take the state 
board examinations. 

Anything that would increase the usefulness of the Journal to such an 
extent ought to increase the subscription list, and it is my opinion that it 
would do so. That it has done so in the case of a medical journal that 
prints the questions and answers of the doctors' state board examinations, 
is acknowledged by the publisher of said journal. 

In view of this fact, would it not be possible to pay some one to furnish 
the answers, and let that some one be either the examiner who makes out the 
questions, or else a recognized teacher in one of our schools. To have the 
answers furnished in either of these two ways would be more business-like, 
and would mean less delay than to wait for " the best answer actually given 
to each question in the examination" (as suggested by the Editor in the 
September Journal). 

I make this suggestion with the full knowledge that the Journal is in 
no position to entail the additional expense, unless there is good reason to 



